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WAGE-HOUR BILL ACTION DELAYED 


Resolution to Expedite Consideration Still in Hands 
of Rules Committee 


It appeared early in the week that House action on the 
wage and hour bill might be advanced from May 23, the first 
day under House rules on which House consideration could 
be had on the Norton petition to discharge the Rules Com- 
mittee’s hold on the wage and hour bill. On Monday Chair- 
man O'Connor of the Rules Committee had a resolution 
referred to his Committee which, if agreed to by the Com- 
mittee and the House, would grant the Speaker of the House 
the authority at any time to recognize any member to call up 
the Norton discharge petition and motion. 

Although the Rules Committee met several times during 
the week on other matters no action was taken on the Chair- 
man’s proposal to speed up the wage and hour bill. It has 
been reported that one member of the Rules Committee holds 
the balance of power on the O'Connor resolution and that he 
will not support the time eliminating measure without definite 
assurances from Administration leaders of an early adjourn- 
ment of Congress. 

Thursday night the House passed the relief appropriations 
bill and adjourned until Monday. 

Chairman Bland of the House Committee on Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries, through the introduction of a resolu- 
tion (H. Res. 498) which was referred to the Committee on 
Rules on May 11, has requested permission for his Com- 
mittee “to make a full inquiry into questions and problems 
in relation to the merchant marine and fisheries, and a 
thorough study of methods and proposals for remedies and 
improvements in connection with such questions and prob- 
lems, including recommendations for legislation submitted by 
the United States Maritime Commission in its economic sur- 
vey, with a view to legislation in the next Congress.” 


The House bill (H. R. 9996) to authorize the registration 
of collective trade-marks was favorably reported in amended 
form, to the Senate by the Committee on Patents on May 10th. 
The Senate Committee’s amendment, according to the Com- 
mittee report, carries out the purpose of the bill as passed by 
the House, but effects the necessary changes in existing law 
in a manner to integrate the trade-mark laws. The House 
oe the report states, would amend the law “in piecemeal 
ashion,” 

\ majority of the Senate Interstate Commerce Committee 
favorably reported the Pettengill long-and-short-haul bill 
(H.R. 1668) on May 10 and announced in the report the 
intention of Chairman Wheeler to file a minority statement. 
The bill passed the House on April 14, 1937. 

iy amending Section 4 of the Interstate Commerce Act the 
bil), through procedural changes, would permit a railroad to 
put into effect rates calling for a lower tariff on a long 
hav! than that on an intermediate haul and by placing the 
burden of proof on the railroad to show the rate to be 


reasonable, fair, nonpreferential, nonprejudicial, and non- 
discriminatory. 

Following the action of the Senate by two days, the House 
on May 11 approved the Conference report on the Revenue 
Act of 1938. Under the terms of the Conference Committee's 
rewritten bill the Congress adopted a modified undistributed 
profits tax which will exempt corporations having incomes 
of $25,000 a year or less and subject corporations with in- 
comes in excess of $25,000 a year to an undistributed profits 
levy of from 16% to 19 per cent of their net earnings, de- 
pending upon the amount of income disbursed. 

Corporations earning less than $25,000 will pay an income 
tax of 12% per cent on the first $5,000 of income, 14 per cent 
on the next $15,000 and 16% per cent on the last $5,000 

Capital gains realized during the preceding 18 months 
will be taxable as ordinary income. Such gains occurring 
between 18 and 24 months will be taxed 20 per cent and 
gains realized from assets held more than 24 months will be 
subject to a 15 per cent levy. 

The new tax law also provides for a 25 cent a gallon in- 
crease in the distilled spirits tax and eliminates the stamp 
tax of 3 cents per $100 on commodity futures transactions. 

Approximately $379,000, the unexpended portion of a 
$1,000,000 fishery purchase authorization granted the Fed- 
eral Surplus Commodities Corporation last year, would be 
made available by a Senate bill (S. 3595) which was favor- 
ably reported to the House on May 10 by the Committee on 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries. The bill passed the Senate 
on March 9. 


District Tax Bill Goes to President 


The House agreed on May 9th to the conference report on 
the District of Columbia revenue bill, which reenacts the 
District business privilege tax, and the bill has gone to the 
President for approval. If and when the bill is approved 
by the President, the Association will obtain copies of the 
law, and they will be available to members upon request. 
The general provisions of the business privilege tax were 
noted in last week's INrormaTiION Lerrer. 


Notice Issued on Cannery Waste Disposal 


Cannery waste material for discharge into navigable waters 
must pass through a screen having meshes not over 1/32 inch 
square, according to a notice issued May 7, 1938, by Col. 
W. A. Johnson, District Engineer of the U. S. Engineer's 
Office, Baltimore. Canners are urged to inspect their waste 
disposal equipment and make any necessary changes prior 
to the canning season. 

The statement issued by Col. Johnson reads as follows: 

1. From investigations made by this office it appears 


that the liquid discharge from material properly put 
through a “Cyclone”, a “Pulper or finisher” or a “Sewage 
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screen” would be such as may be discharged into 
navigable water. 

2. After investigation it is concluded that a fair stand- 
ard is to consider as liquid, any material that will pass 
through a screen, having es not over 1/32 inch 
square, when poured thereon. 

3. Such sereen will be standard for tests by this office. 

4. The discharge from any equipment that will meet 
this test would be satisfactory. 


Survey of “Quick Frozen” Food Industry Issued 


A survey of the principal aspects of the “quick frozen” or 
“frosted” foods industry has been prepared by the Foodstuffs 
Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
The survey includes a selected list of references on quick 
freezing and a list of trade journal articles on the subject. 

Statistics from trade sources show that 47 companies re- 
ported an output of 169,209,000 pounds of quick-frozen foods 
in 1936, while in 1937, 62 companies reported an output of 
273,407,766 pounds. Trade estimates for 1938 place probable 
production around 480,000,000 pounds. 

Copies of the survey entitled “Quick Frozen Foods” may 
be had upon application to the Foodstuffs Division, Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Washington, D. C. 


President Mayer Addresses Wholesalers 


Speaking before the annual convention of the United States 
Wholesale Grocers Association, May 10, at Dallas, Texas, 
President Karl Kuner Mayer urged wholesalers to undertake 
public relation activities designed to familiarize the consum- 
ing public with the functions performed and services given 
by the food jobbing trade. President Mayer also advised 
close cooperation between canners and their distributors in 
the consideration of trade problems, with a frank recog- 
nition by each group of the problems confronting the other. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
b 
Carlot Shipments as Agricultural 
Week ending— Season total to— 
May 7, May 7, April30, May 7, L 


190 
551 


5,990 
8,250 
1,926 


422 
1,373 
311 


453 
1,275 
237 
67, 8,040 


4,920 133,774 


13 669 
5 1,712 


3,950 102,694 
0 139 
664 21,973 


More Small Canneries Planned in Bulgaria 


About 50 new canning plants for the use of the farming 
population will be built in Bulgaria this year, according to 
the American consul at Sofia, making the total number in 
the country about 300. In 1937 the canned vegetable output 
in Bulgaria was 563 metric tons. 


FRUIT PROSPECTS CLOSE TO AVERAGE 


Commercial Vegetables Move to Market Earlier 
Than Usual—Supplies Plentiful 


Fruit prospects now appear to be close to average, the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics reported this week in its 
crop report as of May 1. Freezes in early April caused con- 
siderable injury to peaches and cherries in the Central and 
North Atlantic States. Damage was generally less severe in 
the Southern peach States, except in Oklahoma and Texas, 
where frost losses to peaches are reported to be heavy. Grow- 
ing conditions during April were generally favorable in the 
Pacific Northwest and California. In these States the bloom 
for nearly all crops has been heavy, and the set of fruit is 
expected to be good in most sections. The new crops of 
oranges, grapefruit and lemons have started under favorable 
conditions, except that in Florida the droppage of young 
citrus fruit has been heavier than usual due to the lack of 
rainfall. The acreage in strawberries has been increased to 
about 13 per cent over the low 1937 acreage or to about the 
usual level. 

Commercial vegetables have been moving to market about 
two weeks earlier than usual. Supplies have been plentiful 
and production is expected to continue to be fairly heavy for 
the next few weeks at least. Carlot shipments of early vege- 
tables to date are reported about 6 per cent greater than to 
this date last year, the chief increases being due to a larger 
crop of tomatoes and to the early movement of new potatoes 
and some other crops. 

Crraus Fauirs—Orange production is expected to reach 
70,620,000 boxes for 1937-38 and will be the largest crop of 
record, The increase over production estimates of April | 
is due to increased prospects for California Valencias and all 
Florida varieties, except tangerines. Production of grape- 
fruit is now indicated at 28,944,000 boxes, compared with 
30,680,000 in 1936-37, and the 10-year average (1926-35) of 
14,712,000 boxes, Production in California and Florida shows 
increases over April 1 estimates. Shipments from Florida 
are lighter than a year ago. 


Peacnes—Prospective production in 10 Southern States is 
16,131,000 bushels compared with 12,316,000 bushels in 1937 
and 14,334,000 bushels average production in the 10 years 
(1927-36). 

Although indicated production is above average in all 
States, except Georgia, Florida, Oklahoma, and Texas, low 
temperatures during first week of April caused 10 point 
decline in crop condition from April 1 estimates. 

In California the May 1 indications point to smaller crops 
than in 1937 for both Clingstone and Freestone varieties. The 
May 1 condition of all peaches was 77 per cent of normal, 
compared with 87 per cent on May 1, 1937, and 77 per cent, 
the 9-year (1928-36) average. Some Clingstone orchards 
still carry an excessive amount of soil moisture as the result 
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of floods during the past winter, and it now appears that 
many such orchards will be definitely out of production for 
the 1938 season. It is yet too early, however, to determine 
just how important this factor may be. Flood damage in the 
important Freestone areas has not been serious. 


SURPLUS PURCHASES REVIEWED 


Commodi Officer S 
Surplus ration cer Speaks 


Some effects of the buying program of the Federal Surplus 
Commodities Corporation were reviewed by H. C. Albin, pro- 
curement officer of the Corporation in an address recently 
before the annual meeting of the Atlantic States Division of 
the National Association of Marketing Officials. In the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1938, expenditures for surplus com- 
modities will total about $28,000,000, Mr. Albin said. In the 
three years preceding March 1, the Corporation spent nearly 
$55,000,000 for purchases. In the 1937 calendar year such 
commodities as fresh and dried apples, apricots, figs, grapes, 
grapefruit, oranges, dried peaches, pears and prunes, cabbage, 
onions, dry beans and peas, spinach, rice, white and sweet 
potatoes, eggs, fluid milk, dry skim milk, evaporated milk, 
and fish, were bought and distributed for relief. 

Mr. Albin spoke of log jams occurring in log runs, when 
supplies behind piled up and nothing could get through to 
the sawmills. “In many ways the activities of the Corpora- 
tion have been like the job of breaking up the log jam,” he 
said. “Supplies of rice and apples or potatoes in the past 
year were abundant, very abundant. For long periods of time 
only driblets of the supply would move to the market, and in 
local areas nothing moved, partially because of the very 
abundance of supplies. A factor in slowing the marketing 
was the uncertainties regarding prices and sales if any were 
allowed to get to the market. By offering to take some of 
these supplies at prices believed reasonable in view of all 
circumstances, the Corporation was able to open the jam 
and encourage the normal movement. Insofar as it sought to 
assure growers of at least the cash outlay, as in the case of 
the intermediate and late potato program, the dangers of 
waste, loss, and erratic movement were reduced.” 

Mr. Albin believes that distribution of products to people 
on relief has increased and widened consumption of these 
products. He cited letters from and polls of retailers to 
support his contention that purchase and distribution of 
surplus commodities have not interfered with commercial 


sales, 


“The distribution and subsequent increase in sales of such 
commodities as oranges, grapefruit, and grapefruit juice, 
prunes, dry skim milk, and beans points to a potential expan- 
‘ion in beth the commercial market area and consumer 
groups,” he said. “Frequently this will require changes in 
marketing practices, such as sending cars into the new terri- 
tories, bulk sales, and cheaper containers, specially sized and 
piiced shipments.” 

In seeking to aid growers by a relatively small purchase, as 
compared with the total crop, Mr. Albin declared that the 
objective of the Corporation “is to increase the returns on the 
much larger part of the crop that must be sold in regular 
commercial channels. We seek to have the benefits from our 


purchases, in terms of grower income, far exceed the ex- 
penditures made by the Corporation.” 

His opinion of the result of the purchases was that “the 
Corporation's methods of operation have increasingly become 
efforts to secure prices that are somewhat better than might 
otherwise be expected, but it would be extremely difficult for 
anyone to show for most of the programs that the effects of 
our activities have been to substantially increase the prices 
received by growers.” 


The scale of operations of the corporation has not been and 
is not likely to be such as to eliminate seasonal fluctuations 
in prices because of seasonal fluctuations in supply. “The 
most that can be accomplished, and the most that is desired, 
is to prevent the worst possible declines in prices or those 
declines which are not warranted in view of the supply situa- 
tion. Similarly, it is not possible to prevent declines in prices 
which are the result of decreasing consumer income. Again, 
while hoping for a more stable national income and a more 
stable agricultural income, the Corporation recognizes fully 
the significance of these factors, and seeks only to do what it 
can to prevent the producers from assuming the whole burden 
of the declines.” 


Japanese Tuna Shipments Decline 


Shipments of canned tuna from Japan during January and 
February, totaled only 29,638 cases, a drop of 82 per cent 
from the corresponding period of 1937. The Japanese at- 
tribute this decline to a heavy catch on the West Coast of 
the United States, according to the American commercial 
attache at Tokyo. 

The small exports for the first two months of 1938 indicate 
that the shipments to the United States will fall far below the 
maximum annual allowance. With only one month left until 
the end of the Government fiscal year, more than 102,000 
cases may be shipped to the United States without violating 
the agreement, and indications are that such a figure will not 
even be approached. 


Storage Holdings of Fishery Products 


Cold storage holdings of fishery products in the United 
States on April 14 of this year were 16 per cent less than on 
the corresponding date a year ago but were 43 per cent greater 
than the five-year average, according to the Bureau of Fish- 
eries. Holdings on April 15 amounted to 36,056,000 pounds 
compared with 42,957,000 pounds on April 15, 1937 and the 
five-year average of 25,255,000 pounds. During the month 
ended April 15, 8,993,000 pounds of fishery products were 
frozen compared with 7,517,000 pounds frozen in the cor- 
responding period of 1937. 


Japanese Exports of Canned Crabs Decline 


Exports of canned crabs from Japan were unusually low 
during the first two months of 1938, according to the Ameri- 
can commercial attache at Tokyo. 

Foreign shipments of ordinary crabs from Japan during 
January and February totalled 15,675 cases, a decrease of 
44,520 cases, or 73.9 per cent, from the corresponding period 
of 1937. Exports to the United States during the two-month 
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period totalled 6,290 cases, a decrease of 34,525 cases, or 
84.6 per cent. Exports to Great Britain totalled 3,846 cases, 
a decrease of 67.4 per cent. 

In view of the heavy decline in sales, the Tinned Crab 
Exporters’ Association is considering the sending of a repre- 
sentative to New York and London to investigate market con- 
ditions and try to increase sales. 


GREEN LIMA BEAN ACREAGE 
Prospective Plantings for Manufacture Reported 


by Government Bureau 


The 1938 prospective plantings of green lima beans for 
manufacture, including frozen pack, will exceed the 1937 
planted acreage by 13.4 per cent, according to canners re- 
ports to the United States Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
giving the acreage they have in mind for this season. If the 
April intentions are not modified before plantings are actu- 
ally made, the plantings for 1938 will total 51,780 acres. This 
compares with a planted acreage of 45,660 acres estimated in 
1937 and the 7-year (1930-36) average plantings of 26,830 
acres. 

Abandonment of planted acreage for the 7-year (1930-36) 
period averaged 4.5 per cent, ranging from 0.3 per cent in 
1932 to 8.3 per cent in 1930, A 4.5 per cent loss in the 1938 
prospective plantings of 51,780 acres would leave about 49,- 
500 acres for harvest. This compares with a harvested acreage 
(revised) of 42,470 acres estimated for 1937 and the average 
for the 7-year (1930-36) period of 25,540 acres. 

The following table shows by groups of States, the acreage 
which would result if these late April intentions to contract 
and plant are carried out. These prospective acreages may 
be modified considerably before plantings are actually made, 
and therefore are not to be considered as plantings for the 
coming season. 

1935 1936 1937 1938 
Indicated 
Acres 


34,550 


5,850 
11,380 


51,780 


*"Other States” include: Colorado, Georgia, Ilinois, Indiana, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 


Tennessee and Utah. 


QUARTERLY STOCK SURVEY 


Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
Reports Position on April 1 


Packers’ holdings of four principal canned vegetables, 
peas, corn, tomatoes and green and wax beans, on April 1, 
1938, remained substantially above those of a year ago, 
owing to the larger packs of 1937, according to the quarterly 
report of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
The movement out of packers’ hands, however, was sub- 
stantially larger during the first three months of 1938 than 
it was during the first quarter of 1937, 


Figures on packers’ holdings for April 1, of canned tomatoes 
do not include California, owing to absence of data. On 
January 1, 1938, California stocks of canned tomatoes in 
packers’ hands represented about 25 per cent of the United 
States total. 

Packers’ holdings of canned peaches were about double 
those of a year ago, and their holdings of canned pears were 
smaller April 1, 1938, by about 12 per cent. Apparently can- 
ners reporting to the Foodstuffs Division moved fewer peaches 
during the first quarter of 1938 than during the first quarter 
of 1937. 

Stocks of canned peaches and canned pears in the hands 
of wholesale distributors showed little change on April 1, 
1938, as compared with April 1 a year ago, but they de- 
clined seasonally from their holdings at the beginning of 
1938. 


Wholesale distributors’ stocks of peas and tomatoes were 
smaller on April 1, 1938, than a year ago, and their holdings 
of corn and green and wax beans were larger. With the 
exception of corn, stocks of which increased, holdings by 
wholesale distributors declined between January 1 and April 
1, 1938, 

Canners’ stocks, sold and unsold, of peas, corn, tomatoes, 
and green and wax beans are shown in the following table 
compiled by the National Canners Association; the figures 
on tomatoes exclude California, for which data are not avail- 
able; the number of firms reporting is shown after the 
name of product. 

An. 
937 


Apr. 1, 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 

Peas (364). ... 7,077,430 11,907,175 3,731,457 6,663,853 

Corn (362).... 9,155,560 13,251,721 2,628,701 5,843,517 


4,824,583 7,839,986 3,361,118 6,104,878 


Green and wax 
beans (575). 1,585,542 2,896,635 419,115 1,515,507 


Stocks of peas, corn, tomatoes, and green and wax beans 
in the hands of representative distributors, estimated to 
cover about 70 per cent by volume of the wholesale distribut- 
ing trade, are shown in the following table; the figures are 
based on reports to the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce from the same firms for each date. 


Apr. | Jan. 1 

foie" 1938" 
1,178,341 1,183,835 1,266,301 
1,450,176 1,383,581 1,211,345 
1,106,564 1,202,988 1,323,571 
559,617 593 ,970 498 , 987 


In the table below are shown the stocks of canned peaches 
and pears in the hands of representative canners and distrib- 
utors. These figures are based on reports from nearly every 
large canner of these fruits, and from distributors estimated 
to cover about 70 per cent by volume of the wholesale dis- 


tributing trade. 
1, Jan. 1, 
938 1938 
Cases Cases 
4,883,964 5,656,438 
1,549,857 2,364,060 


718,100 871,659 
297,619 383,042 


Jan. |, 
1938 


Com™opity 


| 
| 
i 
Tomatoes 
(1300)...... i \ 
i 
in 
n 
New Jersey........ 4,100 6,500 11,000 d 
Delaware.......... 8,000 8,500 10,600 C 
Maryland.......... 3.200 3/320 ©. 3 200, A 
Virginia........... 5,300 5,500 6,600 I 
Michigan.......... 3,000 3,820 3,650 tl 
Wisconsin.......... 900 1,160 1,900 | 

Other States*....... 4,720 5,640 8,710 Com™Mopity 
Green and wax beans..... 
iT 
li 
of 
a 
pe 
A Ta 
fo37 er 
Cases 
2,426, 734 ne 
1,777, 563 of 
be 
703 ,928 ve 
280,721 pe 
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GREEN PEAS FOR CANNING 


Progress of Planting and Conditions on May 1 
Reported Bureau 


The following State summaries on green peas for can- 
ning were compiled from canners’ reports to the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics on or about May 1: 


New EnNcLanp.—Farming operations are making rapid 
progress in Maine and other New England States under the in- 
fluence of abnormally high temperatures. Although rainfall 
late in April was light, soil in most farming areas is amply sup- 
plied with moisture from winter precipitation and plowing is in 
progress. 

New York, New Jersey, Pennsyivania.-With tempera- 
tures the latter part of April slightly above average, growers of 
green peas completed their sowing about ten days or two weeks 
earlier than usual. Stands on the early fields are good but 
germination in the late planted fields was retarded by inade- 
quate soil moisture. Rains since May 1 have improved this 
condition. In New Jersey the season for green peas is also 
early and some of the first plantings are nearing the blossom- 
ing period. Dry weather late in April did not seriously impair 
prospects but some aphis infestation is noticeable. The season 
for green peas and other canning crops in Pennsylvania is 
farther advanced than usual. Planting of canning peas has 
been completed. Late in April many fields were showing the 
need of additional moisture but general rains early in May 
have restored moisture conditions sufficiently so the pea crop 
is now growing under favorable conditions. 


Decaware, Manytanp, Vincinia.—Scattered thunder show- 
ers in these States on April 29-30 and more general rains 
during the week end of May 8 along the Eastern Shore 
went far toward alleviating the need for moisture. The crop 
shows a good stand and is growing under satisfactory condi- 
tions. Fields of canning peas are nearing the blossoming 
stage in Delaware. On the Eastern Shore of Maryland and 
Virginia, many fields are in full bloom. Control measures 
are being taken by growers to check aphis infestation, which 
is a rather serious threat in some fields, eng will start 
in the early fields around May 10 and canning will progress 
northward along the Eastern Shore during the following 10 
days. In Baltimore, Carroll, Montgomery and Frederick 
Counties, Maryland, planting was generally completed by 
April 30 and some early fields were up from 3 to 9 inches. 
In the extreme western part of Maryland, the crop was not 
through the ground but moisture and temperatures were fa- 
mee for germination. 


Inptana, Onto.—Conditions were favorable throughout 

April for field work in these two States and preparation of 
fields for various canning crops was nearly completed by 
rowers before the end of the month. Most growers had 
finished planting canning peas by April 30 but the germina- 
tion and growth has been slow. Rains were needed to re- 
lieve the growing need for moisture in fields. Stands in some 
of the early fields were thin. Damage to the pea vines from 
the late April frosts was negligible. 


MICHIGAN, of canning peas 
got under way early in April in northern Illinois, the lower 
peninsula of Michigan and southern Wisconsin. Excessive 
rains in the extreme northern part of Wisconsin hindered 
growers in that area but they expected to have their acreage 
sown by May 10. For most areas in the State the season is 
nearly two weeks earlier than usual and the crop is gies 
off to a good start. Soil moisture is adequate and slightly 
beluw-normal temperatures are stimulating a good root de- 
velopment. In northern Illinois and the lower Michigan 


peninsula, good stands of canning peas have been secured 


and the vines look thrifty. Cool temperatures, and consider- 
able cloudy weather, especially in Michigan, have been factors 
in hindering any serious damage to the crop from lack of 
soil moisture. Rains, though light, have fallen over part of 
these two States since May 1. 

Minnesota, lowa.—Planting operations in Minnesota were 
under way around April 15, and with few exceptions, growers 
had their peas in the ground by May 1. Rains hindered a 
few growers but were generally helpful in the maintenance of 
favorable conditions for germination. Good stands are ap- 
pearing in the early fields. In the central part of Iowa, 
weather late in April was favorable, and vines on some of 
the early acreage were about 5 to 6 inches tall by early May. 

Cotorapo, Utan.—Reports from pea canners in Colorado 
and Utah indicate seasonal progress of the canning crop. 
Moderate rains have been helpful to the growing crop and 
the vines are generally vigorous, and free from pests. 


Orecon, Wasnincton.—In western Oregon and western 
Washington, sowing of canning peas was in progress late in 
April and growers expected to complete planting the crop 
before May 10. Some Oregon growers had to suspend opera- 
tions temporarily on account of heavy local rains soaking 
their land. But over most of the area the rainfall was light 
and afforded favorable conditions for the growing crop. In 
the irrigated and dry-land areas east of the Cascades, growers 
were making seasonal progress in the preparation of their 
ground and in the a of canning peas. First plantings, 
which were in the ground by April 25, germinated well and 
were showing through by May 10. Planting of the late areas 
will be in progress until mid-May. Conditions are favorable, 
with scattered showers, moderate temperatures, and adequate 
sunshine occurring over this area. 


Rural Women Learn Cooking Methods 


To help her in her work of training farm women in the 
Kentucky mountains to use different methods of preparing 
and cooking food, a home management supervisor in Ken- 
tucky of the Farm Security Administration this week re- 
quested the Home Economics Division to send her additional 
copies of canned food recipe bulletins. The letter reads: 


“I am very grateful for the booklets you sent me and will 
find them useful in my work. I do not wish to be unreason- 
able, but if you can send me additional copies of the bulletins 
I could use them to advantage. For instance, large quantities 
of canned salmon are bought by farm families, but they 
fry it always, in this section, and do not know any other way 
of serving it. There is much education needed in my Farm 
Home Supervision and these booklets would help.” 


Miss Black Speaks to Michigan Groups 
Home Economics students in the Marketing Class at Michi- 


gan State College, Lansing, who have been studying com- 
mercially canned foods, recently heard Miss Marjorie Black 


of the Home Economics Division. Miss Black reports that 
the questions asked her by the students showed that they 
had been reading labels carefully. 

Over 400 women of Genesee County Extension groups 
heard Miss Black give the main address on the annual 
Achievement Day program held at Flint, Michigan. On this 
day reports of the year’s work of all extension groups in the 
county are given, and projects carried on during the year 
are shown. Miss Black spoke to the women on various facts 
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to consider and know in buying canned foods, General 
household buying has been studied this year by the extension 
groups, and Miss Black says the women seemed to appreciate 
receiving the information on canned foods purchasing. 


Fruit Pack Statistics Being Mailed 


Copies of the annual bulletin of the Association's Division 
of Statistics giving statistics on the pack of principal fruits 
in 1937 have been received from the printer, and are being 
mailed to all members. The bulletin covering statistics on 
the 1937 pack of principal vegetables was issued in March. 


Specifications for Canned Sardines Revised 


The Food Committee of the Federal Specifications Board 
has issued for criticism a proposed revision of P.P.-S.-5la, 
promulgated on March 31, 1931, and giving the Federal 
Specifications for canned sardines. Copies of this proposed 
revision may be obtained from Captain Paul P. Logan, Office 
of the Quartermaster General, War Department, Washing- 
ton, D. 


INSECT PEST SITUATION 


U. 8. Department of Agriculture Reports on Bean 
Beetle, Chinch Bug, and Pea Aphid 


A recent issue of the Insect ra Survey Bulletin, published 
by the U. S. Department of Agriculture, states that winter 
survival of the corn ear worm is greater this year than last 
in New Jersey, Virginia, Ohio, and Texas, For the first time 
on record, this worm lived through the winter in Kansas 
and Utah. 


The Mexican bean beetle, with an extremely low winter 
death rate, came out from hibernation near Norfolk, Va., 
nine days earlier than ever before in that district. 

The chinch bug has been slow in leaving winter quarters. 
Its first flights were noted the last ten days of April in In- 
diana, Hlinois, and Missouri. 

Cold, wet weather in March kept the pea aphid from multi- 
plying very fast on the Pacific Coast. With warmer weather 
in April, however, the aphids became numerous on alfalfa 
and Austrian field peas in Oregon and California. They 
have appeared also on alfalfa and peas along the Atlantic 
Coast from Virginia to New Jersey. 


Wholesale Grocers Endorse Descriptive Labeling 


Endorsement of the canning industry's descriptive label- 
ing program, and opposition to ABC or other symbolic 
grade labeling for canned food products, were expressed in 
a resolution adopted May 12 at the closing session of the 
annual convention of the United States Wholesale Grocers 
Association at Dallas. 

The convention also approved “the reduction of the num- 
ber of can sizes as rapidly as possible in conformity with 
the requirements of the canning industry and the needs of 
the canned foods distributing trade.” 

The resolution on labeling read: “The members of the as- 
sociation reafirm their approval of the descriptive method 
of labeling canned foods and their opposition to any legis- 
lation for the requirement of so-called ‘A BC grade label- 


ing’ or other symbolic grade labeling and urge upon canners 
increasing use of descriptive labeling.” 


Cold-Storage Fruits and Vegetables 


Cold-storage holdings of apples as reported to the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics as of May 1, were the equivalent 
of 5,787,000 bushels. The surplus which has been carried 
throughout the season is again the heaviest on record. The 
out-of-storage movement during April was 6,252,000 bushels 
which compares with a movement of 3,831,000 bushels in 
April a year ago and the 5-year (1933-1937) average April 
movement of 4,274,000 bushels. 

Stocks of frozen preserved fruits were 95,092,000 pounds, 
a reduction from April 1 of 6,867,000 pounds. May 1 
holdings exceeded those of a year ago by 54,633,000 pounds 
and the 5-year (1933-37) average by 49,470,000 pounds. 


“Quick-freeze” vegetable stocks amounted to 21,646,000 


pounds, showing a decrease from April 1 of 2,223,000 pounds. 
In the following table the quantities are stated in thousands: 


1, 


l, 


Pears, Bartletts 


vegetables. 
Total. . 2 
“ Includes bachets ond Eastern boxes or crates. 
ont Includes considerable quantities of cold pack and preserved 
ta, 
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